1650-1850: Ideas, Aesthetics, and Inquiries in the Early Modern
Era
Volume 14

Article 13

2007

JACOBITE TRAVELERS AND FELLOW-TRAVELERS

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/sixteenfifty
Part of the Aesthetics Commons

Recommended Citation
(2007) "JACOBITE TRAVELERS AND FELLOW-TRAVELERS," 1650-1850: Ideas, Aesthetics, and Inquiries in
the Early Modern Era: Vol. 14, Article 13.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/sixteenfifty/vol14/iss1/13

QSfecial (feature

JACOBITE TRAVELERS
AND
FELLOW-TRAVELERS

SPECIAL FEATURE INTRODUCTION
JACOBITE TRAVELERS
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/
acobites in the eighteenth century were as various an
^
y
assemblage as Chaucer's pilgrims in the fourteenth. As
^the following three essays reveal, Jacobites might be
English, Scottish, Irish, or Swedish, as well as Catholic or Protestant.
They might be travelers abroad living in the West Indies or feUowtravelers in London resisting the Hanoverian government. Among
them could be found painters, print-sellers, officers of regiments,
rogue-priests, musicians, grand masters of Masonic lodges, high-level
diplomats, and even pirates. It was a motley crew joined by various
levels of fidelity to the royal Stuart family.
In 1719, in the run-up to the Atterbury Plot, the English capital
harbored many feUow-travelers. Neil Guthrie explains how at a time
when it was treason to own pictures of the exiled royal family, the print
shops in London and Westminster were in fact selling a picture of
Clementina, the new bride of the Stuart claimant. They were not selling
it fiirtively either, but advertising it in the London press as the "curious
Print of a Polish Lady, in a Polish Habit, now residing at Rome." Most
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readers of these advertisements in the Evening Post, the Post-P>oy, the
Eondon Journal, and the Weekly Journal would have realized that the
picture was of Clementina, daughter of King John III Sobieski of
Poland. Guthrie decodes this picture to show that it presents the Smart
bride as an icon of married virme, in contrast with George Fs
adulterous wife locked up in Hanover and his two German mistresses
in London. The London print shops were also selling an easily
recognizable picmre of James III with a false name on it. The mse in
both cases was so transparent, Guthrie reflects, that it was rather a
taunt than an attempt to deceive the government.
In his essay Edward Corp teUs of similar goings-on in London of
the 1720s. A Scottish Protestant and Jacobite painter named John
Smibert went to Rome in 1719, copied the new portraits of James and
Clementina, and then returned to London in 1722 to make a business
of selling copies of these portraits to English and Scottish Jacobites.
Amazingly, he escaped arrest. Later, in 1728, he sailed for Bermuda
with George Berkeley, but ended up settling in Boston, Massachusetts,
where he established the colonies' first art gallery.
Edward Corp also tells the stories of several Jacobites who had
connections with the West Indies, including the remarkable tale of a
rogue priest, the counterpart of Chaucer's Friar, who went to St. Kitt's,
stole money, and eloped with a girl to whom he had been confessor.
But perhaps the most intriguing tale of aU is that of the Dillons and
their family regiment in the French-Jacobite service. When two of the
Dillon brothers died in battles abroad, the Anglo-Irish peer Henry
Dillon, though still livingin London at the time, took command of the
regiment in absentia until his son could reach the proper age. Thus,
Henry Dillon was in command of the regiment during the Seven Years
War, when France was fighting England. Even stranger, Arthur Dillon,
though raised in England, went off to lead his regiment, during the
American War for Independence, against the British in Grenada and in
Savannah, Georgia. Thus did Jacobitism create dramatic conflicts of
allegiance.
In the third essay Marsha Schuchard, an expert on eighteenthcentury Freemasonry, writes about the alliance between the Scottish
Jacobites and the "CaroUnian" Swedes, a link made possible by their
embrace of the same form of Ecossais Masonry, with an extensive
network of continental lodges. Among the Swedish friends of the
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Jacobites could be found King Carl XII and the aristocrats Carl Gustaf
Tessin, Carl GyUenborg, and Erik Sparre. The Swedes offered troops
to the Jacobite cause in the 1720s, and then, in 1745, not only did
Mangus Wilhelm Armfelt and other Swedes march with Prince Charles
Edward until the defeat at CuUoden, but also in 1746 the Swedish
Masons attempted to send a rescue mission for the defeated Prince.
As startling as the advertisements of Clementina's picture in the
London press was the "coup" that Jacobites engineered within the new
Grand Lodge of London in the 1720s. It happened twice, Schuchard
explains, that crypto-Jacobite peers managed to become Grand Masters
of the Lodge the Whigs had established in 1717. The second "coup"
was managed by the Duke of Norfolk, who had been "out" in 1715,
was implicated in the Atterbury Plot, and was stiU contributing secretly
to the exiled Stuarts.
In retrospect, Jacobitism seems like a doomed cause and such
activities are easily dismissed as quixotic. And yet, in that era the royal
Stuarts had a deep hold on the hearts and loyalties of many, and these
three essays capmre the spirit of that fatal attachment.

